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I am happy to report to you that our 
Newsletter was again recognized for 
excellence by MOAA (not surprising). 
I salute our board for their great 
articles and especially our newsletter 
editor, Rich Wersinger, for his 
amazing ability to transform words in 
articles into a great publication. While 
it was not first place like we are 
accustomed to, it was 
nevertheless 
recognition for a 
consistently 
outstanding newsletter. 

During the first half 
of the year we've been 
getting the cold 
shoulder from the 
administration, so we 
asked you to stay active 
with our legislators 
especially since 
sequester was looming 
large. While sequester 
has not gone away, we 
have generally prevailed due to your 
efforts. The House draft FY 2014 
National Defense Authorization Act 
rejected the Pentagon's proposal to cap 
the military pay raise for 2014 at 1% 
vs. 1.8% as required by law. They also 
rebutted DOD's attempt to establish 
enrollment fees for TFL and 
TRICARE standard. 

Of course, we know it is still early 
in the legislative process and anything 
can happen. That's why we need you 
and your spouse to keep up the 

dialogue this 
summer with 
Congress. If we 
stop writing them 
and informing 
them of the facts, 
they will think we 
acquiesce and 
really don't feel 

strongly about TRICARE 
fees or other related issues 
impacting us. 

Nationally we are 
380,000 strong. If we also 
have our spouse hit "send" 
on MOAA suggested-e-
mails we are nearly 3/4 of 
a million members strong--
a voice that Congress will 
hear. During the summer 
we all take vacation and 
like to kick back a little, 
but this is when we need to 
be all the more vigilant and 
active. With all the smart 

phones, tablets, and iPads we have we are 
always connected and can provide an 
immediate response, which is critical on 
these issues. 
 

29 June 
Saturday 

Wine Tasting & 
Picnic 

Wine Tasting: 1300 
Lunch: 1400 

Bethany Vineyards  
& Winery 

 $5 per person 
Free to Bethany Wine  

Club Members 
 

No RSVP Required 
 

Details on page 9 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued 

We're not alone in our dialogue with Congress. We 
have a very active and highly capable team at MOAA 
with VADM Ryan at the helm who leads the charge 
for us. This man is unrelenting in his pursuit for what 
is right--advocating for our members still in uniform, 
their families, and for all of us who previously served. 
As Dan Kern said after the 40th Anniversary dinner, 
"He understands. He really gets it." 

It was a distinct honor and privilege to have 
Admiral Ryan and his wife Judy attend our 40th 
Anniversary dinner at the Heathman Lodge in 
Vancouver. Speaking extemporaneously, Admiral 
Ryan delivered an inspiring message using real 
examples of leadership in today's armed forces and 
the unbreakable spirit of our wounded warriors. His 
high respect for the men and women who serve is 
unmistakable. 

While addressing some current legislative issues, 
Admiral Ryan called the President's proposal to cap 
the 2014 active military pay raise at 1% (vs. the 1.8% 
required by current law) a pay cut! Think about the 
message this administration is sending to our troops 
who are facing long separations--oh, and by the way, 
who are still at war! 

It was a great evening (please see the 40th 
Anniversary Dinner article with event photos in the 
newsletter). My plan is to post additional dinner 
photos for you to view on MOAA Connect 
(http://www.connect.MOAA.org/ColumbiaRiverChapter). 

On a lighter note, our next get together is the wine 
tasting picnic at Bethany Vineyards in Ridgefield. It 
is a wonderfully relaxing time with good friends--no 
business--just a fun social get together--really hope to 
see you there.  

Dave Casteel 
President 

Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Editor: Rich Wersinger. You can contact him at 360-
901-1915 or e-mail him at rich@rjwconsulting.org. 

Chapter Secretary John Donnelly coordinates calendar 
inputs and newsletter distribution. 

Newsletter Distribution 
We continue to distribute our newsletter by e-mail, so if you are 
receiving this via postal service and would prefer e-mail please 
notify our Chapter Secretary, John Donnelly, 
donnellyj@comcast.net or 360-904-8966 

http://www.connect.moaa.org/ColumbiaRiverChapter
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Membership Update by Evelyn Brady 
Every member is a recruiter!  We are expecting 
several Life Members to attend our event on 29 JUN.  
Please introduce yourself and talk up chapter 
membership.   

I had a wonderful experience on 10 May 2013 at 
Battle Ground High School presenting our MOAA 
award to the most deserving JROTC cadet.  
Community visibility is a good recruiting tool. 

Evelyn Brady 
Membership 

(360) 696-1592 
evelyn.brady@us.army.mil 

 
10 May 2013. Battle Ground High School 
JROTC Cadet 1LT Sean Condon receives 
MOAA Award 

Doing Well in the Stock Market? 
by Dave Casteel 
Hope your stock portfolio is doing as well as, or 
better than, the Dow Jones Industrial Average this 
year. Are you staying fully invested or thinking about 
taking profits and rebalancing your portfolio? If you 
are planning to take some profits, we encourage you 
to consider a donation to the Columbia River Chapter. 

Your Columbia River MOAA Chapter is a 501 (c) 
19 non profit veterans organization under IR code. 
This means that donations to the chapter (not dues) 
are tax deductible as allowed by law. This includes 
your donations for scholarships, Support the Troops, 
etc. You can donate by cash, check and even 
appreciated stock. You can also make a bequest to the 
Columbia River Chapter of the Military Officers 
Association of America by remembering us in your 
will. Wouldn't it be a nice legacy to have a 
scholarship named after you? Our EIN is 06-1752523.  

If you would like more information please call 
Dave Casteel at 834-2448 or e-mail me at 
shilohcamas@comcast.net. Please note, your specific 
deductibility questions should be directed to your 
financial advisor. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:shilohcamas@comcast.net
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Columbia River Chapter's 40th 
Anniversary Dinner 
by Dave Casteel 
The Columbia River Chapter's 40th Anniversary 
Dinner at the Heathman Lodge was a tremendous 
event enjoyed by all. 
The evening started with the Lewis and Clark Young 
Marines recreating the infamous  Iwo Jima flag 
raising while the Prairie High School JROTC color 
guard posted the colors.  The crowning touch was the 
singing of the National Anthem by the 2013 Miss 
Clark County Outstanding Teen, Dayzsha Ab-
Rahmen. The audience responded with a rousing 
ovation. 
Following an inspirational invocation by our 
Chaplain, Max Metcalf, Col Dave Casteel, USAF, 
Ret., Chapter President and dinner emcee, recognized 
our guest of honor, VADM Norbert Ryan, Jr., USN, 
Ret, and his wife Judy. We then enjoyed a delicious 
dinner prepared by the Heathman banquet staff.  
After dinner, distinguished guests were introduced.  
Among them, MG Richard "Buck" Marr USAF, 
Ret, and his wife Sherry; BG Robert McFarlin, 
USA, Ret, and his wife Barbara; The Honorable 
Darvin Zimmerman, Chaplain COL Max Metcalf, 
USAR, Ret., and Dr. & Mrs. Warren Schumacher, 
and our national MOAA Leadership Award 
recipients, COL Terry Babin, USMC, Ret, and his 
wife Virginia, COL Larry Smith, USA, Ret, and his 
wife Patti, and Col John Donnelly, USAF, Ret. Also 
introduced were, COL David "Slots" Slotwinski, 
USA, Ret., State MOAA President, past Washington 
State presidents, other state chapter presidents and 
Portland's MOAA Chapter President. Community 
Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC) executive 
board members and District Court Veteran's Court 
Board members were also acknowledged. 
Chapter Charter member, LtCol Robert "Bob" 
Cross, USAF, Ret, and his wife Liz received special 
acknowledgement for their 40 years of continuous 
active involvement with the chapter. Bob, who has 
held every officer position in the chapter, gave Dave a 
copy of our original By-laws and our TROA gavel 
that he has safeguarded for many years. 

Admiral Ryan then presented the chapter president 
with a 40th Anniversary Affiliate Award certificate. 
After which, he read the prestigious MOAA 
Leadership Award letters and presented each selectee 
with a special Leadership Award lapel pin. 
Terry Babin was commended for outstanding 
leadership as chapter president where his leadership 
persistence led to the reconstitution of the board of 
directors thereby keeping the chapter vibrant and 
active. He was recognized for his direct contributions 
to the chapter earning several coveted Five Star Level 
of Excellence Awards. 

 
 

 

 
Leadership Award recipient Terry Babin (L) talking 
with chapter member Larry Patella 

[Continued on page 5] 
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40th Anniversary Dinner continued 

Larry Smith was commended for outstanding efforts 
promoting highly visible veterans activities like 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day ceremonies as Co-
Chair of the 30 plus CMAC organizations as well as 
his work as chair of the District Veterans Court. 
John Donnelly was out of state, so he received his 
Leadership Award and lapel pin the night before at an 
informal dinner at the Grant House. Admiral Ryan 
cited John for his exceptional leadership as President 

of the Washington State Council of Chapters, as well 
his work as a past chapter president, and continuing 
excellent involvement with the chapter as Secretary 
and Public Affairs officer. His efforts organizing 
chapter support for the Memorial and Veterans Days 
events and JROTC programs were also recognized. 
Dave then formally introduced Admiral Ryan by 
reading his biography and quoting the Chief of Naval 
Operations on the occasion of Admiral Ryan's 
retirement (which still describes him today at the 
helm of MOAA): "As the Chief of Naval Personnel, 
Admiral Ryan has been absolutely tireless working 
for our people.  He runs on high octane.  He's always 
moving at a fast clip, tenacious. When he gets a hold 
of a mission, a task, he never lets go. He loves 
challenges.  He's inquisitive.  He asks the right 
questions.  He challenges the assumptions and 
couldn't love anything more.  But then, he drills down 
and he gets to the key and the heart of the issue.  He's 
innovative and he's visionary.  He drives for solutions 
and he dares to try new ways to create those 
solutions, and I will tell you that he is always ahead 
of the power curve..." 
Admiral Ryan discussed some of the legislative 
issues affecting our military and retirees. He said that 
the President's proposal to cap the planned 2014 
military pay raise at 1% (vs. the 1.8% raise required 
by law) a pay cut in reality! He felt it was especially 
outrageous given the fact we still have men and 
women in harm's harm being injured and killed. He 
mentioned how proud he is of our men and women 
who serve and related a very compelling story about a 
young Army Lieutenant at Walter Reed Hospital who 
was seriously injured in Afghanistan. While the 
Lieutenant was recuperating in a large bay with other 
wounded soldiers his parents came to visit him. The 
Lieutenant made a point of privately cautioning his 
parents not to say anything negative about the war or 
his injuries. The Lieutenant explained to his parents, 
that since he was the senior officer in the ward he 
needed to maintain a strong and positive leadership 
example.  

 
Leadership Award winner Larry Smith and wife 
Patti 

 
John Donnelly receives MOAA Leadership Award and 
Lapel Pin from VADM Ryan 

[Continued on page 6] 
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40th Anniversary Dinner continued 

Judge Zimmerman and COL Dan Kern, 
WAARNG, Ret, presented the Admiral with a 
distinctive plaque honoring him for his work 
advocating for our men and women in uniform. Dave 
then presented the Admiral with a unique gift from 
the chapter--a hand crafted glass cutting board in the 
shape of a wine bottle with grapevine artwork fused 
to the glass by a local artist representing our 
Washington state vineyards and imprinted with our 
chapter name and the date of the dinner. 
The evening then concluded with Elvis award 
winning tribute artist, Mark Stevenz, performing 
America the Beautiful and The American Trilogy. 
The dinner was a success due to the great work of 
many people: the chapter board; John Donnelly for 
reservations and Heathman Lodge coordination--
dinner, rooms, hospitality suite; Rod and Pat 

Williams for decorations and photography; Paul 
Crosby for coordinating the color guard; and Judge 
Zimmerman for lining up the entertainers. The 
spouses outing was also a huge success thanks to 
Marilyn Casteel, Sherry Marr, Liz Cross, and 
Virginia Babin. Also, special thanks to MG "Buck" 
& Sherry Marr for executive level support. 
More event photos can be found on MOAA Connect. 
Go to 
http://connect.moaa.org/ColumbiaRiverChapter. 
Let your cursor dwell over "Chapter Home" and click 
on "40th Anniversary Dinner."  I'm working on 
getting more of them into a blog on that site as well. 
Photos courtesy of Pat Williams. 
 

Dave Casteel 
President 

 
 

 

 
VADM Ryan receives chapter gift from Columbia River Chapter President 
Dave Casteel 
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Legislative Contacts 
MOAA Legislative Action Center 
http://www.moaa.org/Legislative/  
MOAA Capitol toll free hotline at 1-866-272-6622 

White House 
Comments: 202-456-1111 Switchboard: 202-456-1414  
FAX: 202-456-2461 E-mail: comments@whitehouse.gov  

Congresswoman Jaime Herrera Beutler 
Washington’s 3rd Congressional District 
http://herrerabeutler.house.gov/ 

Washington, DC Office: 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1130 Longworth House Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3536 
Fax: (202) 225-3478 

Vancouver, WA Office: 
O.O. Howard House 
750 Anderson Street, Suite B 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
Phone: (360) 695-6292 
Fax: (360) 695-6197 

Contact Congresswoman Herrera Beutler via email: 
https://herrerabeutler.house.gov/contact-me/email-me 

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell http://cantwell.senate.gov/ 

WASHINGTON, DC 
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202-224-3441 
202-228-0514 - FAX 
202-224-8273 - TDD 

SW WASHINGTON 
The Marshall House 
1313 Officers Row 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
360-696-7838 
360-696-7844 – FAX 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
915 Second Avenue 
Suite 3206 
Seattle, WA 98174. 
206-220-6400 
206-220-6404 - FAX 

Contact Senator Cantwell via email: http://cantwell.senate.gov/contact/ 

U.S. Senator Patty Murray http://murray.senate.gov/ 

WASHINGTON, DC 
173 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2621 
Fax: (202) 224-0238 

SW WASHINGTON 
The Marshall House 
1323 Officer's Row 
Vancouver, Washington 98661 
Phone: (360) 696-7797 
Fax: (360) 696-7798 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
2988 Jackson Federal Building 
915 Second Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98174 
Phone: (206) 553-5545 
Toll Free: (866) 481-9186 
Fax: (206) 553-0891 
 

Contact Senator Murray via email: http://murray.senate.gov/email/index.cfm 

 
Vancouver Area Washington State Legislative Districts and Representatives 
Legislator District 49 District 17 District 18 District 15 
Senator Annette Cleveland  

786-7330 
Don Benton  
786-7632 

Ann Rivers 
786-7634 

Curtis King 
509-952-4667 

Representative, 
Position 1 

Sharon Wylie  
786-7924 

Monica Stonier 
786-7121 

Brandon Vick 
786-7850 

Norm Johnson 
(509) 452-1328 

Representative, 
Position 2 

Jim Moeller  
786-7872 

Paul Harris 
786-7976 

Liz Pike 
786-7812 

David Taylor 
786-7874 

Note: All phone numbers are 360 area code, except where otherwise noted. Toll free 1-800-562-6000  
* Party Caucus Phone Number until Official Swearing-in.   More info at www.leg.wa.gov/legislature 

The  U.S.  Government’s  Portal:  http://www.usa.gov/ 
U.S. Senate: http://www.senate.gov/  
U.S. House of Representatives: http://www.house.gov/ 
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Federal Legislative Affairs: 
submitted by Dave Casteel  
(Excerpt below in Italics from MOAA Chapter 
Crossfeed in MOAA Connect:) 
After 16 hours of deliberation, the House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) finalized its draft of the 
FY 2014 defense authorization bill (H.R. 1690) in the 
early hours of 6 June 2013. 

The committee followed the lead of the military 
personnel subcommittee by rejecting administration 
proposals to raise TRICARE Prime enrollment fees 
and pharmacy copayments and to establish 
enrollment fees for TRICARE for Life and TRICARE 
Standard. 

The Committee also remained silent on the 
administration’s   proposal   to   cap  military   pay   raises  
at 1 percent in 2014. This preserves the 1.8 percent 
active duty pay raise already established in law. 

The bill was now scheduled for a full House vote 
on June 12. In the meantime, the Senate Armed 
Services Committee will commence work on its 
version of the defense bill next week.  

The HASC draft exceeds the sequester budget 
caps by roughly $52 billion. Therefore any optimism 
generated by the legislation must be tempered by the 
reality that Congress must find a fix to sequestration 
this year or more drastic cuts will be required. 

This means soon after you read this, we will be 
asking you to contact your US Senators about 
contents in the SASC draft of the FY2014 Defense 
Authorization bill. We know there will be guidance 
regarding provisions to combat sexual assault in the 
military as well as fiscal impacts concerning 
Sequester. 

Have a great summer, but stay connected to 
MOAA so you can let your voice be heard in a timely 
manner. 
 

Dave Casteel 
President 

Scholarship Update: 
submitted by Paul Crosby 
The 2012-13 school year is ending and the chapter 
has just given money to Clark and WSU-Vancouver 
for our four school year 2013-14 scholarships.  Using 
Clark Foundation money and $2500 from the chapter 
scholarship fund, each of the four scholarships will be 
worth $1000.  We will meet these scholarship 
recipients at our annual Christmas social which will 
be somewhere around December 8th. 

Let me backtrack for just a moment and give you 
a brief recap and quick update on our 2012-13 
recipients.  You may have met three of the recipients 
at the Christmas social on December 9th, 2012.   
They are: 
Scholarship (School) Recipient 
Colonel James V. Chriss (Clark) Alexis Wonnacott 
Colonel Daniel W. Doty (Clark) Chester Clements III 
Major James Allen (WSU-V) Victoria Parker 

You  didn’t  get  a  chance  to  meet  Jordynn  Montero,  
the Captain Robert C. Fenning (Clark) recipient.  
Jordynn   wasn’t   announced until February and 
scheduling conflicts kept her from attending a 
monthly luncheon so she met and talked to the board 
at our April Board meeting.  Jordynn is a sophomore 
at Clark majoring in Business with an interest in 
physical training.   She is carrying a 3.5 grade point 
average.  Both her parents were in the Air Force and 
she was born at Grand Forks AFB.  She works at Bath 
and Body Works.  She is a track and field athlete who 
hopes to earn a scholarship to a major university after 
she finishes at Clark.  She is an ambitious recipient. 

We hope to know the names of the coming year 
recipients by September.  Thank you for your 
generosity over the past year which allowed the 
chapter to increase each of our four scholarships to 
$1000.  In 2012 the Clark Foundation endowment 
increased from just over $40,000 to just over $48,000.  
Our long term chapter goals are to increase the 
endowment at Clark so it is self-sustaining and to 
create an endowment at WSU-Vancouver.     So,  don’t  
be surprised when we ask you to contribute again 
during the coming year. 
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2013 CHAPTER CALENDAR 
29 June 
Saturday 

Annual Wine Tasting and Picnic Lunch at Bethany Vineyard & Winery, Ridgefield. 
Reservations not required. See details below. 

14 September 
Saturday 

BBQ  time  at  the  Donnelly’s  

17 October 
Thursday 

Luncheon Meeting at the Clark County Skills Center 
~ PROGRAM: “Planning  Ahead:  Do  Others  Know  What  you  Know?” 
~ Speaker:  Terry Babin 

21 November 
Thursday 

Luncheon Meeting at the Clark County Skills Center 
~ PROGRAM: Employer Support of the Guard and Reserves (ESGR) 
~ Speaker:  Joel Scott 

 
Come on out for Some

Wine Tasting

And Picnic Lunch

Saturday. 29 June 2013

Bethany Vineyards & Winery
1300 - Wine Tasting

1400 - Lunch on the Patio

Cost: $5.00 per person

(Free for Bethany Wine Club Members)

4115 NE 259th Street

Ridgefield, WA 98642

(360) 887-3525

Start with a little wine tasting,

select your favorite bottle and

join us on the patio for lunch!

Bring your own lunch or

Take advantage of their new

catering service!

Boxed lunch - $12

Chicken Salad Sandwich,

Fresh fruit bowl

Spicy pasta salad & brownie

Gourmet Cheese Plate - $8

Irish Dubliner, Creamy Blue,

Cambozola, crackers,

Grapes & chocolate.

Hummus Plate - $7

Kalamata Olive Hummus

Flat bread. Celery &

chocolate

Directions: Take I-5 North to the Hwy 502 exit towards Battle Ground. Turn right at the exit
stop sign. Proceed to the traffic light on 10th Avenue. Turn left and head north on 10th Avenue
to NE 259th Street. Turn right onto NE 259th Street and proceed to Bethany Vineyards on your
right. See you there!
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