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Spring is finally here! With spring 
comes hope of renewal and new 
growth. 

Our chapter is the same. We have 
hope of renewal and new growth in our 
membership. National MOAA tells us 
that there are 131 Life members and 
228 annual members living in the 
greater Vancouver area who belong to 
national MOAA but 
not the chapter. That's 
359 members who 
could and should 
belong to our chapter 
because they already 
belong to national. 
There are an additional 
150 who have allowed 
their memberships to 
lapse for one reason or 
another. Combining all 
these categories, there 
are over 500 people 
eligible to join us and 
all they need is to be 
asked and invited to a meeting. Invite 
them to one of our meetings as a guest 
and we'll do the rest. 

What this also means is that there 
is a high probability that people you 
run into in the business world or even 
at church may well be eligible to join. I 
met one such person at a fraternal 
event yesterday and invited him to our 
May 18th dinner with VADM Ryan. 
He's active in Civil Air Patrol so I 
know he is a joiner. I will pass his 
name to Evelyn Brady our 

Membership 
Recruiter to follow 
up (her contact 
information is on the 
front page of every 
newsletter). I 
encourage you to do 
the same.  

Speaking of our 
40th Anniversary dinner 
on May 18th at the 
Heathman lodge, John 
Donnelly sent out flyers 
via e-mail about the events 
that day. We also mailed 
out written invitations on 
March 28th to the dinner 
for you to mail back with 
your payment and meal 
choice. Look for this in 
your mail box and if you 
don't receive one please let 
John know so he can send 
you a written invitation. 
MOAA and John will also 

be advertising the event to eligible 
members in our area and the local media.  
 

 
 

20 April 
Brunch 
Gather: 1100 
Brunch: 1130 

Club Green Meadows 
 $15 cash at the door 

 
Program: Medicare 

Changes/Affordable Care Act 
 

RSVP NLT 15 April  
Ron Pastor 882-1275 
pastormr1@msn.com 

 
Details on page 9 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued 

Our National President, VADM Norbert Ryan, is 
very much in demand, and as you know, he was 
recently invited to meet with the new SECDEF, 
Chuck Hagel. We are very fortunate to have 
Admiral Ryan as our guest speaker as he is always a 
huge draw to MOAA members when he comes to 
town. We anticipate we will gain new chapter 
members as a result of his visit and this dinner. We 
hope to show him a really good turnout at dinner. 

I was asked by one member if we would be 
wearing military uniforms to dinner that night. I 
replied "no, just coat and tie," but then thought, it 
would be a nice touch if members wanted to wear the 
service uniform they retired in. If you are like me, I 
am not sure if I can get into mine. If you can, and 
want to do so, by all means please do. 

By way of a little additional explanation if you are 
not familiar with the acronyms for the events that day, 
WSCOC stands for Washington State Council of 
Chapters. This is basically the annual State business 
meeting.  Rally Point 6 (RP/6) is a new state-wide 
Community Blueprint initiative to assist Veterans by 
aiding them with reintegration into the community. 
This "one-stop shop" for veterans will be based in 
Lakewood outside the gate of Joint Base Lewis-
McChord with plans to have satellite centers around 
the state. You can learn more about RP/6 by going to 
their website at www.theunfinishedmission.org  and 
clicking on Rally Point 6 Initiatives. 

Don't miss our April 20 Saturday brunch at Club 
Green Meadows. This is a special event that we put 
together to discuss Medicare, Healthcare, and 
TRICARE.  Club Green Meadows always takes good 
care of us and offers great food. This is a perfect 
event to bring a prospective member to as a guest and 
introduce them to our group. 

If you ever misplace your newsletter you can 
Google connect.moaa.org, click on MOAA Connect 
Support, sign in with your MOAA password, and on 
the blue banner, click on communities and then on the 
drop down menu, click on My Community and then 
Columbia River Chapter. Our newsletters are online 
there (as well as our May 18th dinner information). 
You can also upload your photo by your name in the 
list of members tab and update your member profile 
that you want others to be able to view. I did this and 
was contacted by someone who lives in Florida that I 
served with in the 1980s. In your profile settings, you 
can also import your LinkedIn information--great for 
networking. Try it, you'll like it. 

Dave Casteel 
President 

Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Editor: Rich Wersinger. You can contact him at 360-
901-1915 or e-mail him at rich@rjwconsulting.org. 

Chapter Secretary John Donnelly coordinates calendar 
inputs and newsletter distribution. 

Newsletter Distribution 
We continue to distribute our newsletter by e-mail, so if you are 
receiving this via postal service and would prefer e-mail please 
notify our Chapter Secretary, John Donnelly, 
donnellyj@comcast.net or 360-904-8966 
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Columbia River Chapter 
Reorganization by Terry Babin 
The Chapter’s Executive Board adopted an 
organizational transition management plan on March 
21, 2013.  The plan outlines specific steps to 
implement the changes to the Chapter’s Executive 
Board and Standing Committees as a result of 
amendments to the By-laws approved at the 2013 
Annual Meeting. The Executive Board was 
authorized a year to make the transition.  The 
following actions comprise the key steps in taking a 
transitional management approach. 
1. March Board Meeting: Interim Chairpersons were 

assigned for each Standing Committee that will 
exist once the reorganization is completed. 

2. By the April Board Meeting: Every current and 
interim Standing Committee Chairperson will 
present a draft mission statement, and proposed 
responsibilities and principal functions for 
discussion and approval based on the revisions to 
the By-laws. 

3. By the June Board Meeting: Chairpersons for the 
Membership Recruitment, Programs, Retention & 
Personal Affairs, and the current Public Affairs 
Committees present their plan and timelines for 
the following: 
a. Proposed organization of the committee to 

include number/composition of committee 
members. 

b. Projected committee actions and activities 
needed to staff the committee, and become 
fully functioning NLT end of 2013. 

c. Projected timelines and benchmarks to get the 
committee fully functioning. 

4. By the June Board Meeting: Chairpersons for the 
Legislative Affairs and the Scholarship 
Committees present their plan and timelines for 
the following: 
a. Proposed number/composition of committee 

members. 
b. Projected committee actions and activities 

needed to staff the committee, and become 
fully functioning NLT end of 2013. 

5. By the September Board Meeting: Provide 
progress reports on implementation status for all 
committees including any additional assistance 
needed to meet implementation benchmarks. 

6. October and November Board Meetings: Progress 
reports, and determination of any additional 
actions needed, for any committee not fully ready 
to perform its mission, functions, and 
responsibilities by January 2014. 

7. December Board Meeting: Each Committee 
presents a draft proposed “SOP and Turnover 
Folder” for review and refinements. 

Terry Babin 
Personal Affairs 

(360) 608-7789 
tbear06@comcast.net 
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Fort Lewis Road Work  
(From the Olympia Chapter Newsletter, "The Bugle") 
If you haven't found out already, It's a mess on (FT) 
Lewis Main.  

Want to get to the PX and commissary from the 
DuPont Gate? Use Ligget Avenue that runs in front of 
I Corps HQ and Waller Hall to turn onto 14th Ave, to 
the commissary drive. 

The section of Pendleton between the mini-mall 
and the commissary--12th to 14th Streets will be 
under construction until July 13. 

Coming in from the main Gate, expect closures 
from the main AAFEES gas station to the intersection 
of 41st Division Drive to Pendleton Avenue through 
mid-August.   
Want to drive between the Commissary and 
Exchange--nope!  

How about getting from the 41st 
Division/Pendleton intersection to Madigan? New 
barracks construction in the "Banana Belt" and a total 
revision of Pendleton past the airfield to 3rd Division 
Drive/Colorado Avenue pretty well gums things up 
through at least May. 
All told, it might be a good time to shop at McChord. 
 

Dave Casteel 
President 

 

Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA) aligns with GovX.com 
as part of major give-back initiative 
(MOAA National News release April 2013) 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is 
aligning with GovX.com to offer substantial discounts 
to its members and their families 

GovX.com offers savings up to 50% on premium 
brands and products, such as action sports and 
outdoor equipment, apparel, on-duty tactical gear, 
electronics, jewelry, shoes and accessories, home 
décor and much more, all with substantial savings of 
up to 50 percent and more. GovX.com is accessible 
only to military and other government-qualified 
members, not the general public. MOAA members 
will receive automatic activation to access GovX.com 
benefits by visiting www.GovX.com/moaa. From 
there, members can activate their free GovX.com 
account and begin shopping on GovX.com for 
everyday premium brands and products 

“MOAA’s membership base provides great 
bargaining power, and we’re proud to leverage that 
collaboration to give our members benefits that help 
them live fun, active lives while saving money at the 
same time,” MOAA President Vice Adm. Norb Ryan 
Jr. said. “GovX.com gives our members access to the 
best lifestyle and outdoor products at a deep discount. 
The partnership is a natural fit, and we’re excited to 
offer this new benefit to our 380,000 members and 
their spouses.  

GovX.com works with military and government 
personnel to carefully select manufacturer-partners 
that deliver high quality and unique products 
members will enjoy. SPY, Callaway, Luminox, 
Alpinestars, OluKai, New Balance, and VonZipper 
are among the over 110 premium brands that 
GovX.com has partnered with to provide privileged 
savings on more than 10,000 products for MOAA 
members. The GovX.com member verification 
process ensures brand partners are able to offer 
special discounts not otherwise viewable or accessible 
to the general public. 
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Legislative Contacts 
MOAA Legislative Action Center 
http://www.moaa.org/Legislative/  
MOAA Capitol toll free hotline at 1-866-272-6622 

White House 
Comments: 202-456-1111 Switchboard: 202-456-1414  
FAX: 202-456-2461 E-mail: comments@whitehouse.gov  

Congresswoman Jaime Herrera Beutler 
Washington’s 3rd Congressional District 
http://herrerabeutler.house.gov/ 

Washington, DC Office: 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1130 Longworth House Office 
Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-3536 
Fax: (202) 225-3478 

Vancouver, WA Office: 
O.O. Howard House 
750 Anderson Street, Suite B 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
Phone: (360) 695-6292 
Fax: (360) 695-6197 

Contact Congresswoman Herrera Beutler via email: 
https://herrerabeutler.house.gov/contact-me/email-me 

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell http://cantwell.senate.gov/ 

WASHINGTON, DC 
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
202-224-3441 
202-228-0514 - FAX 
202-224-8273 - TDD 

SW WASHINGTON 
The Marshall House 
1313 Officers Row 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
360-696-7838 
360-696-7844 – FAX 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
915 Second Avenue 
Suite 3206 
Seattle, WA 98174. 
206-220-6400 
206-220-6404 - FAX 

Contact Senator Cantwell via email: http://cantwell.senate.gov/contact/ 

U.S. Senator Patty Murray http://murray.senate.gov/ 

WASHINGTON, DC 
173 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2621 
Fax: (202) 224-0238 

SW WASHINGTON 
The Marshall House 
1323 Officer's Row 
Vancouver, Washington 98661 
Phone: (360) 696-7797 
Fax: (360) 696-7798 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
2988 Jackson Federal Building 
915 Second Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98174 
Phone: (206) 553-5545 
Toll Free: (866) 481-9186 
Fax: (206) 553-0891 
 

Contact Senator Murray via email: http://murray.senate.gov/email/index.cfm 

 
Vancouver Area Washington State Legislative Districts and Representatives 
Legislator District 49 District 17 District 18 District 15 
Senator Annette Cleveland  

786-7330 
Don Benton  
786-7632 

Ann Rivers 
786-7634 

Curtis King 
509-952-4667 

Representative, 
Position 1 

Sharon Wylie  
786-7924 

Monica Stonier 
786-7121 

Brandon Vick 
786-7850 

Norm Johnson 
(509) 452-1328 

Representative, 
Position 2 

Jim Moeller  
786-7872 

Paul Harris 
786-7976 

Liz Pike 
786-7812 

David Taylor 
786-7874 

Note: All phone numbers are 360 area code, except where otherwise noted. Toll free 1-800-562-6000  
* Party Caucus Phone Number until Official Swearing-in.   More info at www.leg.wa.gov/legislature 

The U.S. Government’s Portal: http://www.usa.gov/ 
U.S. Senate: http://www.senate.gov/  
U.S. House of Representatives: http://www.house.gov/ 
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Federal Legislative Affairs: 
Healthcare Reform is Bringing Changes:  submitted by Rod Williams
The country just passed the third anniversary of 
President Obama signing the 2010  Affordable Care 
Act (ACA). This act is seen as the center tent post for 
Health Care Reform and will impact every one of us 
as the cost eventually gets passed on to the taxpayer 
and consumer. The noble objectives of ACA is 
extension of healthcare to everyone,  improvements in 
quality of care and reduction in the cost of healthcare.  
The real impact and the cost of health care reform 
will continue to be debated as it is seen in the federal, 
Department of Defense, state and local budgets. 

What has happened already? Starting in 2010, all 
insurers and employers who offer dependent health 
coverage had to extend coverage to children up to age 
26. The law requires private insurers to provide free 
preventive services with no copay or deductibles. 
Private insurers offering family plans must cover 
dependent children regardless of pre-existing illness. 
Many adults have joined a federally run plan for 
people with pre-existing conditions. The law also bars 
insurers from canceling coverage for sick members. 
The law appropriated $11 billion over five years to 
build and operate community health clinics to serve 
the uninsured or underinsured.  

The major portions of ACA become effective in 
2014 with the introduction of health care exchanges, 
fines for individuals not enrolled in a qualified plan 
and new coverage for 30-plus million new members.  
The rules for how the exchanges will actually work is 
still being developed and states are deciding whether 
to create state run exchanges or default to national 
ones. Employers will also be making decisions about 
whether to meet the new coverage requirements or 
pay fines and let the employees gain coverage 
through the exchanges.  

Unrelated to health care reform change is also 
coming to the TRICARE West Region. 
UnitedHealthcare Military & Veterans 
(UnitedHealthcare) begins to provide health care for 
TRICARE in the West Region April 1, 2013. During 
the transition to UnitedHealthcare, Welcome Packets 
have been sent to all TRICARE beneficiaries in the 
West Region. The packets contain important 
information about TRICARE coverage including 
some program enhancements offered by 
UnitedHealthcare.  

You can access additional TRICARE information 
by visiting the UnitedHealthcare Web site at 
www.uhcmilitarywest.com or the TRICARE Web site 
at www.tricare.mil. You can also contact 
UnitedHealthcare customer service at 1-877-988-
WEST (1-877-988-9378).   

 These TRICARE welcome packets were also sent 
to TRICARE For Life (TFL) beneficiaries as an 
announcement of a change in TRICARE in the West 
Region and requires no action. WPS TRICARE For 
Life continues to serve as the TFL contractor, 
providing assistance with claims and customer 
service. If you have questions, contact WPS at 1-866-
773-0404 or on their web site at www.tricare4u.com.  

Meanwhile, TriWest continues to serve the 2.9 
million TRICARE beneficiaries in the West Region 
for services received through March 31, 2013. 
TriWest will process the TRICARE claims for care 
with dates of service on and before March 31, 2013. 
For these services claim forms and supporting 
documentation should be sent to: 

West Region Claims 
P.O. Box 77028 
Madison, WI 53707-1028 

[Continued on page 8] 
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Federal Legislative Affairs continued  

Continuity of care is a top TRICARE priority, and 
UnitedHealthcare is expected to make every effort to 
conduct a smooth transition. However, some 
TRICARE Prime and Prime Remote enrollees may 
have to change their primary care manager when the 
new contract begins.   For care received on and after 
April 1, 2013, UnitedHealthcare will process the 
claim. If needed, send your claims and supporting 
documents to:  

TRICARE West Region 
Claims Department 
P.O. Box 7064 
Camden, SC 29020-7064  

The UnitedHealthcare Web site is your best 
option for finding the most up-to-date information 
and important customer service phone numbers. To 
view the TRICARE beneficiary handbook online, 
visit www.uhcmilitarywest.com and select the 
handbook that corresponds with your health care plan 
(e.g., TRICARE Prime, TRICARE Standard). You 
can contact UnitedHealthcare customer service to 
request a printed copy of the handbook.  

 
John Hershberger 
Legislative Affairs 

Rod Williams 
Legislative Affairs Editor 
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2013 CHAPTER CALENDAR 
20 April 
Saturday 

Brunch at Club Green Meadows (Saturday) 
1100 Gather Brunch at 1130 $15.00/person/reservation requested. 
~ PROGRAM: Changes in Medicare/Affordable Care Act. 
RSVP: Call or e-mail Ron Pastor NLT 15 April 
882-1275 pastormr1@msn.com 

18 May 
Saturday 

Dinner at Heathman Lodge--Chapter's 40th Anniversary  
1800 Social  1900 Dinner 
~	  Keynote	  Speaker	  MOAA	  President	  and	  CEO,	  VADM	  Norbert	  Ryan,	  USN,	  Ret	  
~ MOAA Leadership Awards Presentations to  
        Terry Babin, John Donnelly, & Larry Smith 
~ Entertainment  by Clark County Veterans Therapeutic Court Volunteers 
   Tickets $30.00 per person prepaid in advance 

Please see invitation on page 5, above 

June Wine Tasting and picnic lunch   
Details TBD 

 
 

20 April 2013 
Saturday 
 

Brunch at Club Green Meadows  
1100 Gather 
1130 Brunch 
 
Club Green Meadows 
12200 NE 28th Street 
Vancouver, WA 98682 
 
Donations for raffle drawing are welcome! 

                         

 Program 
Changes in Medicare/the Affordable Care Act. 

Cost: $15 per person 
 
 RSVP: 
To Ron Pastor NLT 15 April 
882-1275  pastormr1@msn.com 
 
 


